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GOP Hopefuls Embrace ‘Contract’ 

Gramm and Alexander Play Down Possible Wilson Candidacy 


By Dan Balz and Ruth Marcus 

Washington Post Staff Write rs 

Two Republican pre sidential can- 
didates yesterday warned their Re- 
publican colleagues in Congress 
against backsliding on key elements 
of the GOP s “Contract With Ameri- 
ca” and said they do not fear the ex- 
pected entry of California Gov. Pete 
Wilson into the 1996 nomination 
fight. 

Wilson plans to announce Thurs- 
day in Los Angeles that he is form- 
ing a presidential exploratory com- 
mittee and aides said his formal 
entry into the Republican nomina- 
tion fight will come later in the 
spring. 

Wilson will establish the explor- 
atory committee just before setting 
off for a trip to the East that will in- 
clude at least two fund-raising 
events to help retire a $1 million left 
over from his tough reelection cam- 
paign last fall 

Wilson had pledged during that 
campaign that he would serve out 
the full four years, but he has been 
under pressure from some Republi- 
cans to join the 1996 race and has 
spent the past month in an intensive 
examination of his chances. 

But Sen. Phil Gramm (R-Tex.) 
and former Tennessee governor La- 
mar Alexander played down the im- 
pact of his candidacy on their own 
campaigns. 

T personally do not see Pete Wil- 
son’s entry into the campaign having 
much effect cm me,” Gramm said at 
the National Press Club. “I hope and 
believe that I’m going to win and, 
therefore, by definition, I have con- 
cluded that Pete Wilson probably is 
not going to win.” 

Alexander called Wilson a “formi- 
dable figure” in the party, but said 
his own record in Tennessee would 
stack up well against Wilson’s Cali- 
fornia record. Tt is the last govern- 
ment you would want to transport to 
Washington, DC.,” Alexander said 
of Wilson’s California. 

Alexander also tweaked Wilson 
about his pledge to serve out his 
term in California. “He’s got a con- 
tract with California that he’s going 


to have to explain first," Alexander 
said. 

Alexander and Gramm expressed 
more concern about developments in 
Congress. 

Gramm lashed out at some of his 
Republican colleagues on the Senate 
Finance Committee, who after a 
weekend retreat with committee 
Democrats, said the proposed tax 
cuts in the House GOP contract may 
be incompatible with serious efforts 
to reduce the budget deficit. 


“Let me assure you that tax cuts 
are in order in the Republican Senate” 
Gramm said. ‘The United States Sen- 
ate is not going to become a black 
hole for the Contract With America.” 
Asked whether he believed Senate 
Majority Leader Robert J. Dole (R- 
Kan.) would allow that to happen, he 
said, “He’s got to answer for himself.” 
Alexander, in a news conference 
here before an evening fund-raiser, 
said Republicans should not be influ- 
enced by a Washington Post-ABC 
News Poll suggesting that most 
Americans think the new Congress 
may be going too far too fast. 

T think just the reverse,” Alexan- 
der said. “The greatest danger facing 
the Republican Congress is that it 
would be too timid.” 

Alexander pointed to the Senate’s 
rejection of the balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution and to 



SEN. PHIL GRAMM 

. . . “tax cuts are in order " 


the erosion in support for term limits, 
deploring the fact that the terms of 
service have gotten “longer and lon- 
ger.” He also said the Republican wel- 
fare plan imposes requirements on 
states rather than transfering full au- 
thority to them. 

On Dole, who is to announce his 
candidacy next month, Alexander re- 
peated his assertion that the time for 
Dole’s generation to lead the country 
has passed. In 1996, “People will be 
ready to go to the next generation 
and I plan to be at the head of that 
line,” Alexander said of the 71-year- 
old Dole. “I think it’s time to move 
on.” 

Gramm said even without the entry 
of Wilson into the race the GOP nomi- 
nation contest will be a hard fight, in 
part, he said, because he is running 
against friends, including Dole. 

‘1 know everybody wants to write 
these stories that Bob Dole and I hate 
each other and that there’s this bitter 
conflict,” he said. “The plain truth is, 
it’s not so, and it’s going to be a hard 
primary as a result” 

Gramm said, however, he eagerly 
anticipated a general election fight 
against President Clinton, who he 
predicted would run a campaign of 
class warfare against the Republicans. 
“I think he’s going to try to divide the 
country and I think I’m the one Re- 
publican candidate that can chew him 
up and spit him out on that strategy,” 
Gramm said. Nobody is ever going to 
say I’m a country club Republican.” 

But the Texas senator said Repub- 
licans should not underestimate Clin- 
ton’s political talents. “I don’t think 
Bill Clinton is a good president, but I 
think Bill Clinton is a great politician, 
and when he tells people that he feels 
their pain, they forget that he caused 
it” 
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